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Disclaimer:

Dear Webinar Viewers,

please note that the contents of this presentation 
are not by any means intended to offer a 
generalizable and universal knowledge on the 
topic but reflect only the presenter’s personal 
experience. 

While I attempt to provide a multifaceted overview 
on the subject, my presentation has no claims to 
be exhaustive or comprehensive.



Some warm-up 

questions:

1. How many of you have already 
published in a peer-reviewed 
scientific journal? – [Answers via 
Poll]
• (1.1) If you have, please 

specify in which journal/s –
[Write on this slide]

2. How many of you are thinking of 
turning your Ph.D. dissertation 
into a research monograph? –
[Answers via Poll]

3. How many of you are not native 
English speakers? [Answers via 
Poll]

Please jot down your answers to question 1.1 here:



PART I:
s

What, where, & when 

to publish

Types of scientific publication 

outlets and their specificities



A variety of 

publication 

opportunities:

• Academic Books
o Research monographs
o Book chapters / *Editor of edited collection

• Scientific peer-reviewed articles
• In peer-reviewed scientific journals (e.g., by Elsevier, 

Sage, Wiley, Taylor & Francis, Springer, etc.)
• In conference proceedings

• Research articles for professional periodicals
• E.g., Magazines of national and regional planning 

associations

• Hybrids – Intermediate length manuscripts
• E.g., Palgrave Pivot – 50K words

• Reports, policy briefs, white papers
• For government officials or the general public

• Book reviews for scientific journals
• E.g., An in-depth review of a recently published 

academic book on your topic of expertise

• Conference summaries for scientific journals
• E.g., A reasoned summary of the outcomes of a 

scientific conference (like the UK/Ireland Planning 
Research Conference featured in Town Planning 
Review).

• Op-eds for major newspapers 
• E.g., New York Times, Huffington Post, etc.

… to mention a few
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A variety of 

publication 

opportunities:

• Academic Books
o Research monographs
o Book chapters
o *Editor of an edited collection

• University vs. commercial academic publishers
• Prestige and reputation
• Time; diffusion/outreach; costs
• Peer-review process; proof-editing etc.

books



A variety of 

publication 

opportunities:

• Scientific peer-reviewed articles
• In peer-reviewed scientific journals (e.g., by 

Elsevier, Sage, Wiley, Taylor & Francis, Springer, 
etc.)

• In conference proceedings

• Traditional OR Open Access?

• Direct submission OR By invitation only?

• Established Journals with (high) impact factors 

OR New Journals?
articles



PART IIa:

How to get published

Challenge A: 

Turning your Ph.D. dissertation into a book



Notes on the process:

• Make sure you know how your Ph.D. program 
views your dissertation (lengthy manuscript ~ 
100,000 words vs. collection of journal articles)

• Investigate well the different kinds of academic 
publishers (university presses, commercial 
academic publishers, etc.), their strengths and 
limitations vis-à-vis:

• Your research topic
• Your career goals & geographic location (USA/EU)

• Look for book series on your topic
• Try to meet the Commissioning Editor in person

• Research conferences are good places to make the first 
contact

• Find out what they look for, what you think is a gap in 
current literature on the topic, & how exactly will your 
book contribute to fill this gap

II-a



Notes on the process:

• If invited to submit a Book Proposal, some of the information 
required would be:

• Title

• Summary of aims & scope of the book

• Chapter titles and synopsis of content

• Original contribution

• Intended readership

• University courses which may use it

• Professional and commercial sectors to which it may appeal

• Market: Main competition titles and how your book will 
compare with/improve upon competition

• 3 unique reasons for selling the book

• Approx. Length & Number of Illustrations

• Names of potential Referees

II-a



Notes on the process:

II-a

~1.5 years from contract
~6 months from 
submission

First 
contacts 
with 
publisher

Book 
Proposal

Decision on 
proposal and 
suggested 
revisions

Contract Mid-term 
checkup 
with 
editorial 
assistant

Start seeking 
copyright 
permissions 
for images!

Full
Submission

Edits & 
Proofs
+ Index

Final
Submission

Publication

Cover 
design

Elicit feedback on chapters from colleagues and close friends

Outreach



PART IIb:

How to get published

Challenge B: 

Publishing in peer-reviewed scientific journals



Notes on the process:

• Create a list of 3-5 “ideal” journals for your paper

• Watch out for similar articles or Special Issues 
calls for articles in your journal/s of interest

• Compose compelling, well-written letters of 
inquiry/interest to the Editor of the 
Journal/Guest Editor of the Special Issue

• When submitting, don’t neglect the importance 
of Cover Letters – sometimes this can make or 
break your chances to get ahead in the process

o Explain well why your article is a good fit for the journal 
(always provide specific examples)

o Explain clearly and concisely why your article is an 
original contribution to the field

II-b



Notes on the process:

SUBMISSION OUTCOME:

o Accepted
o Minor revisions
o Major revisions
o Rejected

II-b



Notes on the process:

o Major revisions
o Compile a table with all criticisms and comments 

received and respond to each of them point by point
o Could also color the new/revised text in the document 

to make it easier for reviewers to see the changes
o If rebutting reviewers’ criticisms, do it in a well-

articulated, soundly documented, and polite fashion
o If not done already, double-check if there are similar 

types of articles already published in the same journal 
and compare/contrast with yours (e.g., lit. reviews)

o Rejected
o Read carefully the motivations, revise (if necessary) 

and submit to the next journal on your priority list
o Seek feedback and advice from trusted colleagues!

II-b



Considerations about language:

• Co-author publications with native speakers

• Read books on scientific publishing

• Use language support services provided by 
journals / third parties (watch out for costs!)

• Sometimes language support is offered by the 
publisher (in case of book publications)

II-b



PART III:

Concluding remarks

Food for thought…



• Have a strategy: e.g., consider more that one potential 
journal where you would like to publish and create a 
hierarchy of preferences; keep track of upcoming 
special issues and book series

• Never underestimate the role of correspondence with 
scientific journal editors, guest editors, and anonymous 
reviewers – writing good cover letters and responses to 
criticisms is as important as good research and sound 
scientific writing

• At scientific conferences, go for high-quality papers 
not last-minute drafts! – Increase your chances to get 
invited for a peer-reviewed publication

• Don’t let manuscript rejection shut you down –
remember that the most published authors are also the 
most rejected ones. Write a lot, submit a lot, get 
rejected a lot, and you will publish a lot! ☺

Concluding remarks:



Concluding remarks:



Thank you!

Dankeschön!

Dank u wel!

Благодаря!

Grazie!

Mulțumesc!

Merci!




