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STORYTELLING
concept

Where and when do you use or find storytelling in your life?



STORIES ARE EVERYWHERE IN OUR LIFE

https://prezi.com/glu93txk0wyg/storytelling/



TELLINGSTORY
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STORIES ARE EVERYWHERE IN THE LANDSCAPE
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INTERRELATION OF LANDSCAPE AND NARRATIVE

1 narrative experiences
routines, rituals or events that follow a narrative structure. E.g. 

tourist route in Prague, festivals, pilgrimage, crossing the threshold, 
daily journeys. 

2 associations and references elements of the landscape became connected with experience, event, 
religious event, history. E.g. tree as symbol of survivors.

3 memory landscapes place that serves as focus of public and personal memory. E.g. 
monuments, museums, preserved buildings, districts, regions.

4 narrative setting and typos
spatial and temporal setting of a narrative, and is evoked repeatedly 
in the culture’s narrative. e.g. epiphanies occurs on mountain top, 

chance meeting takes place on the road.

5 genres of landscape narrative spaces shaped by culturally defined narrative forms (legend, epic, 
biography)

6 processes
actions and events caused by agency (water, wind, etc). Erosion, 

growth, succession, restoration or other records of change 
influencing the landform.

7 interpretive landscape elements and programs that tells what happened in a space (makes 
an existing story comprehensible)

8 narrative as form generation story to determine order in the design process, e.g. imagine where 
pedestrians would walk 

9 storytelling landscapes gardens, memorials or themed landscapes designed to tell specific 
story of a character or event

Landscape Narratives: Design Practices for Telling Stories by Matthew Potteiger, Jamie Purinton



STORIES IN THE SERVICE OF CHANGE

Past 
stories configure 

spaces into 
meaningful 
relationship, 

shared values and 
threats

Future 
new vision adapt 
without loosing 

traditions, 
community ties, 

culture

CHANGE 
the story

Stories engage people at every level, their minds, emotions, values and imaginations



SECRET OF GOOD STORY

!!!represents many voices

ethic of stories??? 



PLANNING AS AN ACT OF STORYTELLING

listen and transform communicate and disseminate



STORYTELLING
listen and transform



LA RIVER
Narrating Resilience: Transforming Urban Systems Through 

Collaborative Storytelling
http://diginole.lib.fsu.edu/islandora/object/fsu:207229/datastream/PDF/view

http://diginole.lib.fsu.edu/islandora/object/fsu:207229/datastream/PDF/view


SHIFT IN NARRATIVE

threatening and destructive to 
the interests of human 

residents
US Army Corps of Engineers 

flood control 1930s

before the expansion of the 
city it was natural space

scaled up responsibility for 
government level

‘‘went down to the LA River, and 
counted houses, floating down the 
river during the floods’’ 

https://www.kcet.org/shows/socal-
connected/departures-los-angeles-river-0

https://www.kcet.org/shows/socal-connected/departures-los-angeles-river-0


SHIFT IN NARRATIVE 

https://www.kcet.org/shows/socal-connected/departures-los-angeles-river-0

is there a river? 

pave 99%

https://www.kcet.org/shows/socal-connected/departures-los-angeles-river-0


http://folar.org

“turning toward the river, righting of wrongs, facing, re-engagement 
and transformation” 



THE GREAT LOS ANGELES RIVER CLEAN UP

https://folar.org/cleanup/



RIVER ROVER ROLLS INTO L.A. RIVER DAY

http://folar.org/river-rover/



RIVER WALKS

http://folar.org/event/los-angeles-river-nature-walk-the-frog-spot-5/



NEW VISION - STAKEHOLDERS

http://www.lariver.org/government-and-community-stakeholders

village gardeners

urban rivers institute

TreePeople

Remapping LA

Los Angeles River Revitalization Corporation

L.A. Creek Freak

Friends of the Los Angeles River (FOLAR)

Amigos de los Rios

Local: city of Los Angeles 
2007 Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan 

Regional: Los Angeles County 
1996 Los Angeles River Master Plan 

State: State of California

California Department of Water Resources 

California State Parks

California Resources Agency

community

reconstruct the local governance scale as significant and meaningful

http://www.lariver.org/government-and-community-stakeholders


“We didn’t really think too much 
about the environment—that’s 
someone’s else’s job, that’s not ours, 
we live in the city—and then 
realizing, we all need to be part of 
this

(Dominguez, 2011)



MASTER PLAN
Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan 2007

http://boe.lacity.org/lariverrmp/CommunityOutreach/pdf/LARRMP_Final_05_03_07.pdf

Deconstructing the foundational narrative is 
itself a storytelling move 



NEW VISION - GOALS OF THE MASTER PLAN

http://boe.lacity.org/lariverrmp/CommunityOutreach/pdf/
LARRMP_Final_05_03_07.pdf



STORYSHARE: 35 LOCALS' STORIES OF THE LA RIVER

https://www.kcet.org/shows/departures/35-locals-stories-of-the-la-river

https://www.kcet.org/shows/departures/35-locals-stories-of-the-la-river


SONGS OF THE LOS ANGELES RIVER PROJECT, 2011

https://www.kcet.org/shows/departures/winners-of-songs-of-the-la-river-project



LOS ANGELES VIRTUAL REALITY EXPERIENCE

https://www.kcet.org/shows/departures/35-locals-
stories-of-the-la-river

https://www.kcet.org/shows/departures/35-locals-stories-of-the-la-river


PLAY THE L.A. RIVER - GENERATE NEW STORIES 

http://playthelariver.com

http://playthelariver.com


“‘‘My impression of the LA River has 
always been a bad one. but I’ve 
noticed the wildlife, and the goodness 
of it’’

-local (KCET, 2012)



CREEKSIDE LANDSCAPE
prototype storytelling course at SZIE















pop up kiállítás 
a patakról

POP UP EXHIBITION IN THE REED

➤ as part of a festival 

➤ interactive exhibition 

➤ guided tour

2016.06.18-19.

? ? ?

Kapcsolatok
tárlatvezetés 18-án 16-19 óráig itt a patak



STORYTELLING
communicate and disseminate



http://www.urbanisten.nl/wp/?portfolio=waterplein-benthemplein

MAP

http://www.urbanisten.nl/wp/?portfolio=waterplein-benthemplein


http://award.designtoimprovelife.dk/designs/WatersquareBenthemplein0cbfcf800793fc994528bf91f77855184aa7dad1/
dc2b2fba2ccffc1d900e3058478b0649_cropped.jpg

PERSPECTIVE



http://www.urbanisten.nl/wp/?portfolio=waterpleinen

SECTION SEQUENCE

Dry

Medium rainfall

Once a year

http://www.urbanisten.nl/wp/?portfolio=waterpleinen


http://www.urbanisten.nl/wp/?portfolio=waterpleinen

MODEL

http://www.urbanisten.nl/wp/?portfolio=waterpleinen


http://www.urbanisten.nl/wp/?portfolio=waterpleinen

IMAGE SEQUENCE

http://www.urbanisten.nl/wp/?portfolio=waterpleinen


http://www.nai010.com/images/zoo/9789064507373/slides/foto0401.jpg

COMIC

the urbanisten and the wondrous urban square

http://www.nai010.com/images/zoo/9789064507373/slides/foto0401.jpg


http://www.nai010.com/images/zoo/9789064507373/slides/foto0401.jpg

COMIC

the urbanisten and the wondrous urban squareMickey Mouse

http://www.nai010.com/images/zoo/9789064507373/slides/foto0401.jpg


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kujf4BTL3pE

VIDEO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kujf4BTL3pE

