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Temporary shelter? 

'permanent temporarily' 

space  

political social spaces  more than 67 years 
'the Palestinian question' 

is waited to be solved 

According to the UN the number of 

refugees or asylum seekers exceeded 

more than 50 million people 
 

 

Refugee question is a very 

complex and diverse 

transformed in 

the context of urban 

landscape 

It is not just a matter of 

space, in fact it is a 

matter of very diverse 

social, economic and 

spatial layers, 

touching  Palestinian 

cultural heritage and 

identity.  

I am from a 

refugee 

camp 
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R E S E A R C H  Q U E S T I O N  

How can the Palestinian refugees' identity be reflected and 

expressed in the camp's landscape?  
My approach is not giving a design. I rather preferred to use a method of public participation.  
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P a l e s t i n i a n  R e f u g e e  D e f i n i t i o n  
UNRWA definition and   Refugees of 1948 (Website: the national world).  

 

"Persons whose normal place of residence was Palestine during the period 1 June 1946 to 15 

May 1948, and who lost both home and means of livelihood as a result of the 1948 conflict"  

 

But  
Is this a collective universal definition? Limitations? 
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INTRODUCTION  

P a l e s t i n i a n  R e f u g e e s  a n d  t h e  n o n - P a l e s t i n i a n  R e f u g e e s ?   
A poster shows the right of return ( , العودة Al-Awda) and the link with the homeland heritage (Website: al-awda). 

 

Unrecognized right of return ? Remain within their region of their homeland. 
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INTRODUCTION  

U N R W A  a n d  P a l e s t i n i a n  C a m p s  O r g a n i z a t i o n   
The UNRWA main webpage (Website: UNRWA), Fig 4: UNRWAs' areas of operations (Own Work, base map source: UNRWA) 

To provide social services without any relations to the political solutions however  

Two sides of the same coin 
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W h y  J o r d a n ?  
Jordan and the refugees (Own Work)/ Jordan population 1950-2010 (Website: mdpi). 

Hotspot for the Refugees 

Jordan geographical location and political situation  

Total boundaries =1.635 km. Boundaries are shared with Occupied 

Palestinian territory= 338 kilometers. 
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W h y  P a l e s t i n i a n  R e f u g e e  C a m p s  i n  J o r d a n ?  
 Palestinian refugee camps (Website: UN), Palestinian refugee camps in Jordan (Website: Passia). 

13 Refugee camps in total are distributed 

as 10 UNRWA registered camps and 3 

unregistered and managed by the DPA 

(government). 

 

Palestinian refugees in Jordan is 1/3 of the total 

populations, while some assume it's eventually more 

 

Jordan has 7,930,491 inhabitants 

2,097,338 registered 

Palestine refugees 
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INTRODUCTION  

W h y  A m m a n ?  
Palestinian refugee camps in Amman and part of Amman (Own Work) 

The integration of the 

contextual urban 

landscape of camps within 

the Amman fabric. 

Preserve the identity of 

the Palestinian refugee camps. 
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W h y  A l - H u s s e i n  R e f u g e e  C a m p ?  
 Al-Hussein refugee camp general map (Own Work). 

Centralized location in a dense urban environment 

the oldest  

one of the largest refugee camps in Amman and in Jordan  

The information and research studies for documenting such a historical tragic space are considerably limited or barely 

exist.   
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G e n e r a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  o f  A l - H u s s e i n  R e f u g e e  C a m p   
Al-Hussein Refugee Camp (Own Work).  
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Dense urban area 
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 Fig 15: from scattered temporary tents to an intricate urban refugee shelter environment (Own Work). 

Tents  

1952- 1962 

Built walls, few tents 

1963 

Built units  

Zink roofs 

1970 

to find a convenient and safe place  
from scattered temporary tents to an intricate urban refugee shelter environment (Own Work). 

Built units,  

Dense urban area 

1990-2015 
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T h e  P h y s i c a l  L o c a t i o n   
Al-Hussein refugee camp location and borders based on Google Earth (Own Work). 

Jabal Al-Hussein Jabal Al-Nuzha The Camp 
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T h e  P h y s i c a l  C o n d i t i o n   
Al-Hussein refugee camp Land-use plan and the regular layout (Own Work). 

Commercial street (business area), the residential zones (housing area), the mosques and 

UNRWA, DPA (the administrative layer) shape the structure of this urban center. 
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T h e  P h y s i c a l  C o n d i t i o n   
Al-Hussein refugee camp (Own Work). 

Where is the Public Space?  

Main Street  Stairs, alley 

Pathway, alley 
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INTRODUCTION  

F i e l d w o r k ,  Q u a l i t a t i v e  R e s e a r c h  I n t e r v i e w s   
Al-Hussein refugee camp (Own Work). 

Where is the Public Space?  

Stairs, alley 

a public participant, why interviews? Exchange 

information… 

An average of 5.10 minute, randomly picked  

Why the number of the selected questions has 

changed? some questions has been deleted and 

modified  

The in-depth interviews and the focus group 

interviews? 

 

  

  

         Fig 35: Selected sample (Own Work). 
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F i e l d w o r k ,  Q u a l i t a t i v e  R e s e a r c h  I n t e r v i e w s   
Interviews process(Own Work). 

Where is the Public Space?  

Stairs, alley Date  

  

No. of the 

Interviews 

Time Average/ 

Minutes 

Specific Figure 

29.03 6 03:41-22:50 All interviews have held in the school of the camp. The interviews were in in 

the classes and with the teachers.  

25.03 16 01:42-04:50 Semi- Structured Interviews in the camp with different users, refugees, 

visitors and workers.  22.03 16 01:43-07:51 

21.03 16 01:43-09:56 

18.03 10 00:23-17:42 

17.03 14 01:10-30:33 Semi- Structured Interviews in the camp, Interview with Mukhtar (Mayor). 

16.03 8 00:43-21:50 Semi- Structured Interviews in the camp with focus on the Syrian refugees. 

And an interview with the manager of the DPA in the Camp.  

14.03 5 00:30-08:21   

Total  91 

Interviews 

00:23-30:33 

 

General Impression?  
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F i e l d w o r k ,  Q u a l i t a t i v e  R e s e a r c h  I n t e r v i e w s   
Interviews  questions(Own Work). 

Where is the Public Space?  

Stairs, alley 

1. Do you like the refugee Camp? (Opening question) (abstract/Identity) 

 

2. What does the word refugee mean? What does the word camp mean? What could 

describe you as a refugee? What does the word refugee mean to you? (Descriptive) 

 

3. How does the sentence I am from the camp affect you? How does it affect 

you if I told you I am from the camp? (Descriptive) 

 

4. How the refugee camp has changed? (Contrast) 

5. What are the main problems of Al-Hussein Refugee Camp? (Structured) 

 

6. What is the influence of the Syrian refugees? (Clarification) 

7. Where you spend your leisure time/ where is the space where you spend your free 

time? (Descriptive) 

 

8. If you are in a position of a decision making, what would you add to 

the refugee camp? How  can you redevelop it? What would you add/ 

change/ delete in this refugee camp? (Clarification) 

 

9. What is the identity of the camp? (Descriptive)  

1+2+3+9 

(Identity/abstract) 

4+5+6+7+8 

(Space/physical) 
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E x a m p l e  o f  I n t e r v i e w  A n a l y s i s  
Interviews (Own Work). 

Where is the Public Space?  

Stairs, alley Do you like the 

camp? the camp 

mean? 

Problems? 

Decision maker? 

Public space? 

If you are from 

the camp? 

Syrian 

refugees 



I n t e r v i e w s  F i n d i n g s  
Findings (Own Work). 

 

   

                 

  

Age distribution and gender Gender Nationality 

Do you like Al-Hussein Refugee 

Camp?  

The purpose of being in the Camp 
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I n t e r v i e w s  F i n d i n g s  
Findings (Own Work). 

 

What does the word refugee camp mean? What could describe you as a refugee?  
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I n t e r v i e w s  F i n d i n g s  
Findings (Own Work). 

 

Where you spend your leisure time/ where is the space where you spend your free time in? 

(Descriptive)/ Space/physical 
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Findings (Own Work). 

 

What are the main problems of Al-Hussein Refugee Camp? (Structured) 
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 Fig 54: The illegal expansion and the housing units, (Own Work) 

Illegal Expansion of the  shops 



I n t e r v i e w s  F i n d i n g s  
Findings (Own Work). 

 

If you are in a position of a decision making, what would you add to the refugee camp? 
(Clarification) 

CHAPTER |5|  

THEORIES AND 

REFLECTIONS 

CHAPTER |4|  

THE CASE OF AL-HUSSEIN 

REFUGEE CAMP IN AMMAN 

CHAPTER |3|  

PALESTINIAN REFUGEE 

CAMPS IN JORDAN 

CHAPTER |2|  

THE PALESTINIAN 

REFUGEE CAMP 

BACKGROUND  

CHAPTER |1|  

INTRODUCTION  



C h a p t e r  5  
T H E O R I E S  A N D  R E F L E C T I O N S  

 

 



CHAPTER |5|  

THEORIES AND 

REFLECTIONS 

CHAPTER |4|  

THE CASE OF AL-

HUSSEIN REFUGEE CAMP 

IN AMMAN 

CHAPTER |3| 

PALESTINIAN REFUGEE 

CAMPS IN JORDAN 

CHAPTER |2|  

THE PALESTINIAN 

REFUGEE CAMP 

BACKGROUND  

CHAPTER |1|  

INTRODUCTION  

S t r a t e g i e s  a n d  F r a m e w o r k s  o f  D e v e l o p m e n t  

 

  

Potentials 

Target group, SWOT and  potentials (Own Work).  
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T h e o r y  
Transformation space, people (Own Work).  

 

Reflection on questions 6+4: How the refugee camp has changed? and What is the influence 

of the Syrian refugees?  

? 
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S t r a t e g i e s  a n d  F r a m e w o r k s  o f  D e v e l o p m e n t  

Model of sustainability (Own Work). 

Strategy of improving the worst off “pursue any opportunity/challenge /good practice and 

improve it or stress on it”. This strategy works in parallel with the temporary character of 

the refugee camp.  
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S t r a t e g i e s  a n d  F r a m e w o r k s  o f  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Frameworks (Own Work). 



Multifunctional development approach (Own Work). 
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Best practices and native (homeland trees) (Own Work). C o n c e p t u a l  P r o p o s a l /  B e s t  P r a c t i c e   
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T h e  P e r s i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  R e f u g e e  C a m p  

The issue of the refugees is globally, Germany, Frankfurt and die Zeit newspaper (Own Work). 

 



During my visit to the UNRWA School in Al-Hussein refugee camp (Own Work). 
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P e r s o n a l  r o l e  w i t h  t h e  P e r s i s t e n c e  o f  C a m p ?  

To look at the refugee space from a different angle not only perceive it as space of suffer 

and poverty.  

Specifying the strengths and suggesting frameworks is a step however a more important step 

is education.  

 

What We did?  

volunteered with a group of young architects to start giving educational workshops. 

A cleansing campaign for rehabilitating the main street (Commercial Street).  

 



Thank you  لكم 
ً
  شكرا

to all Refugees 
 للاجئيين


