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| am from a
refugee
camp

Refugee question is a very

Complex and diverse

more than 67 years
‘the Palestinian question’
is waited to be solved

According to the UN the number of
refugees or asylum seekers exceeded

more than 50 million people

MOTIVE

Temporary shelter?
‘permanent temporarily’
space

political social spaces

transformedin

the context of urban
landscape

It is not just a matter of
space, in fact it is a
matter of very diverse
social, economic and
spatial layers,
touching Palestinian
cultural heritage and
identity.
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How can the Palestinian refugees’ identity be reflected and

expressed in the camp’s landscape?
My approach is not giving a design. | rather preferred to use a method of public participation.

RESEARCH QUESTION
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"Persons whose normal place of residence was Palestine during the period 1 June 1946 to 15
May 1948, and who lost both home and means of livelihood as a result of the 1948 conflict”

But

Is this a collecfive universal definition? Limitations?

UNRWA definition and Refugees of 1948 (Website: the national world)

Palestinian Refugee Definition
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Unrecognized right of return 7 Remain within their region of their homeland.

ster shows the rlghf return ( AyJ\ -Awda) and the i W|’rh he homeland herl’rase (Website: al-awda).

Palestinian Refugees and Yhe non-Palestinian ugees ¢
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To provide social services without any relations to the political solufions however
Two sides of the same coin

UNRWA main webpage (Website: UNRWA), Fig 4: UNRWAs' areas of operations (Own Work, base map source: UNRWA)

UNRWA and Pales’riniaanarnps rganizaftion
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PALESTINIAN REFUGEE CAMPS IN JORDAN



Hotspot for the Refugees
Jordan geographical location and political sitfuation
| Total boundaries =1.635 km. Boundaries are shared with Occupied
Palestinian territory= 338 kilometers.
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Jordan and the refugees (Own Work)/ Jordan population 1950-2010 (Website: mdpi)

Why Jordan?
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13 Refugee camps in tofal are distributed
as 10 UNRWA registered camps and 3
unregistered and managed by the DPA
(government).

Palestinian refugees in Jordan is 1/3 of the total
popUlafionS, while some assume it's eventually more

Adapted from Passia 2004, Statistics UNRWA 31-12-2(09.

Design M. Ababsa IFPO 2010.
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THE CASE OF AL-HUSSEIN REFUGEE CAMP IN AMMAN
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The integration of the
contextual urban

landscape of camps within
the Amman fabric.
Preserve the identity of

the Palestinian refugee camps.

Why Amman?
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Cenfralized location in a dense urban environment

the oldest

one of the l&l"gESf refugee camps in Amman and in Jordan

The information and research studies for documenting such a historical tragic space are considerably limited or b&f’&ly
exist.

Why Al-Hussein Refugee Camp?

Al-Hussein refugee camp general map (Own Work).
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Al-Hussein Refugee Camp (Own Work).

General Information of Al-Hussein Refugee Camp

CHAPTER 1| CHAPTER |2| CHAPTER |3] CHAPTER 4] CHAPTER |5
INTRODUCTION THE PALESTINIAN PALESTINIAN REFUGEE THE CASE OF AL-HUSSEIN | THEORIES AND

REFUGEE CAMP CAMPS IN JORDAN REFUGEE CAMP IN AMMAN | REFLECTIONS
BACKGROUND




g-m:: unl]’:s - } - % ',?,““\I
19Igor00 > riz '/é"/—\‘ \ '/a:—/éf.;ég!'ﬂ‘ f‘. "'.'.'l.;-‘l ’;r ’:E":."%t 5.|‘ ’.ﬂ
| e = WarSiici et G T
X \/ " /l! \,,:ﬁ ’ I»":W’u]l‘"'!’. i) S '
Tt
\' ;s :“ | e

Built units,
Dense urban area
1990-2015 E

f | S -_“_:=.. - 3 i
A “\\ ‘IA\“ ¢ ”,..‘d W

i )

e M \/“‘ g i' i
o P

b8 |
from scattered femporary tents to anintricate urban refugee shelter environment (Own Work.

From Tent to Cement
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The Physical Location
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Commercial street (business area), the residential zones (housing area), the mosques and
UNRWA, DPA (the administrative layer) shape the structure of this urban center.

Al-Hussein refugee camp Land-use plan and the regular layout (Own Work).

The Physical Condition
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Al-Hussein refugee camp (Own Work).

The Physical Condition
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a public parficipant, why inferviews? Exchange
information...

An average of 5.10 minute, randomly picked

Why the number of the selected questions has
changed? some questions has been deleted and
modified

The in-depth interviews and the focus group
interviews?

Al-Hussein refugee camp (Own Work).

Fieldwork, Qualitative Research Interviews Fig 35: Selected sample (Own Work)
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Date  No.of the Time Average/ Specific Figure
Interviews Minutes

29.03 6 03:41-22:50 All interviews have held in the school of the camp. The interviews were inin
the classes and with the teachers.

25.03 16 01:42-04:50 Semi- Structured Inferviews in the camp with different users, refugees,

22.03 16 01:43-07:51 visitors and workers.

21.03 16 01:43-09:56

18.03 10 00:23-17:42

17.03 14 01:10-30:33 Semi- Structured Interviews in the camp, Interview with Mukhtar (Mayor).

16.03 8 00:43-21:50 Semi- Structured Interviews in the camp with focus on the Syrian refugees.
And an inferview with the manager of the DPA in the Camp.

14.03 5 00:30-08:21

Total 91 00:23-30:33

Interviews

General Impression?

Interviews process(Own Work).

Fieldwork, Qualitative Research Interviews
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1. Do you like the refugee Camp? (Opening ques’rion) (abs’rrac’r/lden’ri’ry)

Contrast

2. What does the word refugee mean? What does the word camp mean? What could
describe you as arefugee? What does the word refugee mean to you? (Descripfive) StI'UCtUI'Ed
3. How does the sentence | am from the camp affect YOU? How does it affect Descriptive
you if | told you | am from the camp? (Descrip’rive)
L. How the refugee camp has changed? (Contrast)
5. What are the main problerns of Al-Hussein Refugee Camp? (Structured)

Clarification
6. what is the influence of the Syrian refugees? (Clarification)
1. Where you spend your leisure time/ where is the space where you spend your free
time? (Descriptive)
8. If you are in @ position of a decision making, what would you add fo
the refugee camp? How can you redevelop it? What would you add/ 1424349
change/ delete in this refugee camp? (Clarification) (ldenﬂfy/aberaCf)

L+5+6+7+8

9. what is the identity of the camp? (Descriptive) (Space/physical)

Interviews questions(Own Work).

Fieldwork, Qualitative Research Interviews
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ROZEEN Do you like the A

Female, 13 years, 04:37 minutes £

I love the refugee camp, I am hete camp? thecamp — o e
since birth, and it is my home. I/am mean? : z asat O ARl ;;/ -
studying and my average is 93%/(first 'M_‘f_v, e G TR e
in class). I would like to study land- ; T i B PN e o
scape design when I start the univer, |f you are; »f‘l"OIT] 2y l’k' (o e e o
sity. Camp is a space for the refugees, m B’Q 'f’f e I Bt A
they built it. If you are as well a refu- fhe ca - g o S
gee then I will welcome you, we are = \‘,, , ‘f ‘ =2 A 75
from the same situation, same are you : o e R R i | Gy e i ey
are like me. The unbehaved youth, PI"OblEITfS“M*" e s o il A, D e :

the closeness between houses/and
the ventilation are the issues of this
camp. You cannot open your window Py =
so long time. If I am in a position/of Decision m XS :'f‘»;
decision making I will install new T
views and vistas and greenery to
this space. I will also increase the
amount of people who clean the '
camp. I go out usually to Al-Nuzhaor Public s pa
Qsoor for leisure time, the camp’has =
no public space. The camp Ppublic
space is only for buying vegetables
and food. The refugee camp is getting S yr ian
worse, especially with the increasing '
number of the Syrian refugees. There refu gej
is a huge pressure in the basic rieeds,
jobs, and housing.

—-v

Bornin the 11-25

camp

Living in | Palestinian

the camp

Interviews (Own Wor.

Example of Interview Analysis
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1%

m 10>
m Age 11-25
26-40

o o Female
Palestinians

41-55 %49 Male
u 56-70 M Syrians
%36 %20 m70< m Others
Age distribution and gender Nationality %" Gender
W Yes Visit Born, live
® No m Live m Born, left+work
I don't know m Work 59% ' m Born+work+live

Do you like Al-Hussein Refugee The purpose of beingin the Camp
Camp?

. . . Findings (Own Work).
Intferviews Findings
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The certain social group/

Palestinians perspective
- Camp means Palestinian
refugees who have no land
and itis a symbol for
Palestine.

- Camp means refugees. A
camp is a symbol for Palestine.
- Camp is the space for the
refugees; the Palestinian
refugees of 1948 are the
people of this camp.

- A camp is a space that has
been created because of the
war of 1948 for the
Palestinians. A camp means
disaster, a catastrophe.

- The camp is a space for the
Palestinian refugee.

My space related to the

identify perspective

- Camp is the only space the
accept me.

- Al-Hussein Refugee camp is
the space where I raised and
born, it is the folk space.

- I was born here; the camp is
the city for me.

- Camp means not settling.

- Camp means no home, no
city no country, nothing. It's
the place that does not belong
to me, it's in someone's else
country.

The general perspective

- Camp is the place for the refugees.

- Camp means refugee, or the space we
forced to Live in.

- Mokhayyamm (camyp) is the space for
the refugees, both Palestinians and
Syrians.

- The camp means a place for the
people who forced to leave their
homeland.

- Camp means refugee.

- Camp means a space for refugees. But
nowadays it’s a space for all, Syrians
and all who can't afford a space.

- Camp is a space for the refugees, they
built it.

- Camp means the space only for the
refugees.

FEconomic level/ Social

classes perspective

- Camp means poverty and
low education.

- The camp is a local
commercial zone.

- A place to help the refugees
and free education.

- old building and crowed

- Camp is the space of refugees
who have certain social and
economic level.

The neutral perspective

- The refugee camp is as any
space; there is no
difference.

- A camp means nothing,.

- The camp is a normal place
has normal and simple
people. People are close to
each other's and well
connected.

- Now it's not a camp but
more an urban space and
connected with the city.

A space for people and

simplicity perspective

- A place for simple people

- Camp means conjunction and cheap
affordable place and better than
cities.

- The camp is "popularly” space

- Camp is a point for gathering

- The camp is a normal place has
normal and simple people. People
are close to each other's and well
connected.

What does the word refugee camp mean? What could describe you as a refugee?

Intferviews Findings
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Al-Qsoor- Jabal Al-
Hussein, Jabal Al-Nuzha,

Al-Hussein Sport City

- I go out usually to Al-Nuzha

or Qsoor for leisure time, the

camp has no space.

- In my leisure timeI go to
Jabal Al-Hussein or Al-
Shmesani.

- We go alsoto play near to
the camp, Al-Madeene Al-
Reyaddye (Al-Hussein
Spoart City) at the football
field.

Park near to the camp, Al-

Montazah

- Playground near to the
Refugee camp

- Tusually visit my friends
and my relatives. Or1 go to
Al-Montazh near to the
camp.

- Usually in our free time, we
take the kids and goto a
Park or a public space, the
camp has no public space.

- Al-Montazh. Al-Montazah
is close and you don't have
to pay for the
transportation so many
families gather there.

The camp has no public space

The camp public space is only for
buying vegetables and food.

No place in the refugee camp as a
public space.

We usually go outside the camp if
we are looking for a public space; the
camp has no public space.

There isno space in the refugee
camp as a public space, sometimes
we go to play in the school.

We play now football in the street.
In my leisure time I would to a
green space as a public space, in the
refugee camp there is no space.

Where you spend your leisure time/ where is the space where you spend your free time in?
(Descriptive)/ Space/physical

Intferviews Findings

Findings (Own Work).
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%23

%47

M Social/ Behavioral issues

m Pollution and
Environment

Built Envionment

Education+ Employment
Issues

What are the main problems of Al-Hussein Refugee Camp? (Structured)

Findings (Own Work).

Intferviews Findings

CHAPTER 4]
THE CASE OF AL-HUSSEIN

REFUGEE CAMP IN AMMAN




Illegal expansion of § i
the commercial<——-__! o
shops

Tl

\\\\\\\\\\\\\Q\\

\\\\\\\\\

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Inferviews Flndlngs

CHAPTER 4]
THE CASE OF AL-HUSSEIN
REFUGEE CAMP IN AMMAN




%22 2. No change

3. The green spac
Infrastructure,
Commercial main

4. People
stre needs/ So&al‘ :
needs - ﬂ ‘v\ ‘ )
| 1

RS | .
. ! l!e!.!

mt W !

|

e ‘ b o 4 AL 1Y | . L : g e
| | 6. Built
f | environment

m No change

m Add the camp to Jabal Al-

Hussein 5. Add the > 6

Jabal Al-Hussein

Built environement

camp to Jabal
Al-Hussein

People needs/ Social needs
Realistic Extreme Realistic Urgent
m The green space, . Change Change Change r*hangp

Infrastructure, main street

® Framework

If you are in a position of a decision making, what would you add to the refugee camp?
(Clarification)

. . . Findings (Own Work).
Intferviews Findings
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Target group, SWOT and potentials (Own Work).

Strategies and Frameworks of Development

CHAPTER5)|
THEORIES AND
REFLECTIONS




Question Interviews quotes Summary Theory Focal point Linking Theory -

Practice

Questions 2+9 gy A place for refugees. - Refugee camp has high: - Social Identity Theory links -Commercial - Strengthen the
What does the waord camp meany Palestinians, Syrians. Space symbolic meaning. the symbolic meaning of the street. iconographic (symbols)
What is the identity of the camp? accepts me. R Space. fi\ - Strongly 1 linked to the place as well as the definition -Preserve the through graffiti.

Symbo _ fox homnelane Ccomimercial sirs_cl. done by refugees {social symbolic - Transformation of the

Commercial street. Urban - A place defined by a group) .

- 5 - s - - - - meaning. urban space
space. A gathering point. ‘social group (the refugees) ' _ Transformation Theory is cial street) int
Low class, poverty. - An wrban space within: connected to the urban (commercial street) into
the Amman fabric context as well as to the a more public space.

commercial Street

DQuestion 3 We have the same thinking. Strong undpljg'tdnd'ng - Social Capital Theory - Public spaces. - Strengthen the social
How does it affect you if 1 |o]4 you{ll am r-n e Same  social level Same and bond between the: _ -~ i 4 -
s = : L S refugees by common Shows common cultures and interaction through
origin. There is no difference. structural perceptions by the developing public

"\-., \ \\ \% W

» av experience.
Same clay and same P refugees

: ) spaces and community
situation

— centers.
@‘\«'ﬁ-
v =
Question 4 In the built envirorunent. - Change in  the built - Transformation Theory of - Commercial street - Create acceptance for
How thcrcfus.rcg:,ramr' has changed Tents, Zink, cement. New  enwvironment and in the Urban Space and Social - Public space transformation and
oy Reofi ,&txr‘— people (Syrians) before only social structure and in Structure showing the _ Built environment. Change.
Palestinians. Economic economic condition. change of the camp owver - Predict future
- change related to  the tirme. developments
commercial street. Decrease
Commardal o of basic service.
Ghreedt
1| 1
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Reflection on questions 6+4: How the refugee camp has changed? and What is the influence
of the Syrian refugees?

Theory
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Transformation space, people (Own Work).




Strategy of improving the worst off “pursue any opportunity/challenge /good practice and
improve it or stress on it”. This strategy works in parallel with the temporary character of
the refugee camp.

Environmental
Environmental
Framework
Econoimic
Framewuork
Education
Social Framework / \
Economic Social

Model of sustainability (Own Work).

Strategies and Frameworks of Development
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Economic
Framework

Aid industry Graffiti Sport Cerebration Woman Mobile Stage Youth Awareness Education Job training Handcraft
participation empowerment yorkshops

Environmental Campasa Urban Camp visitors/ Control DPA  Infrastructure Maintenance Waste
0 5 library City single unit farming shopping painting management

Framework

Frameworks (Own Work).

Strateqgies and Frameworks of Development
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Multifunctional development approach (Own Work).

Strategies and Frameworks of Development
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Best practices and native (homeland trees) (Own Work).
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The issue of fhe refugees is globally Germany Frankfurf and die Zeit newspaper (Own Work)

The Persistence of the Refugee Camp
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To look at the refugee space from a different angle not only perceive it as space of suffer
and poverty.
Specifying the strengths and suggesting frameworks is a step however a more important step
is education.

volunteered with a group of young architects to start giving educational workshops.
A cleansing campaign for rehabilitating the main street (Commercial Street).

Personal role with the Persistence of Camp?
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Thank you «s1i,8x
to all Refugees
OrsiM]



