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Outline 

• Green infrastrastructure 
(GI) – and some issues 
of debate 

• A governance 
perspective on GI 

• GI governance in 
practice 







GI defined 
Systems thinking – infrastructure, streams etc. 
Ecological thinking – e.g. island ecology, corridors 
Social thinking – soft traffic, connecting people 
 
Connectivity – and removing barriers 
Functionality – and service provision 
Integration – and providing essential framework for city  
 





Hurray for GI! 

• Bridging between social and 
ecological systems 

• Raising the (political and 
planning) status of green 
space and tree issues 

• Speaking the “right language” 
• Economic and service / value 

focus 
• Linking between town and 

country 
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The trouble with  
Green Infrastructure … 



• Focus on Urban Design 
• “Retrofitting our cities for 

happiness” 
• Soft traffic, shared space 
• Density and the ’savannah 

trap’ 
• Importance of biological 

complexity 



Cultural ecosystem services 

“The nonmaterial benefits people 
obtain from ecosystems through 
spiritual enrichment, cognitive 
development, reflection, recreation, 
and aesthetic experiences” 
 

 
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (2005) 





Biocultural Diversity 

“(...) the diversity of life in all of its manifestations: biological, 
cultural, and linguistic, which are interrelated (and likely 
coevolved) within a complex socio-ecological adaptive 
system” (Maffi & Woodley, 2010) 
 
• Human valuations and uses of nature 
• Biocultural expressions – focus on concepts, physical 

elements 
• Public ecology, transdisciplinary inquiry – social learning, 

connecting professionals, people and places 



Governance 
• Efforts to direct human action towards common goals, 

and more formally as the setting, application and 
enforcement of generally agreed to rules 

• Governance by / with / without government 
• Governance with government: boundaries between and 

within public and private sectors have become blurred  
 
 

Sources: Kleinschmit et al. (2009), Kjær (2010) 



Inspiration for analysis: 
Policy arrangement theory 

Policy arrangement: “The temporary stabilisation of the 
content and organisation of a particular policy domain at 
a certain policy level or over several policy levels – in 
case of multi-level governance“ 
 
Two dualities: 

Substance – organisational 
Agency - structure 

 
 

Source: Leroy & Arts (2006) 



Discourses  

Actors/coalitions 

Power/resources 

Rules of the game 

Slide courtesy of Bas Arts 

Policy Arrangement Approach 
E.g. Liefferink(2006) 



Actors and coalitions 







Rules of the game 

• Changes in rules of the game, e.g. new types 
of institutions, new formal procedures and 
informal routines 
 

• New ‘hybrid’ models involving public 
authorities, businesses and civic society 
 

• Local authorities and green space managers 
have different role 

 
 
 
 







Power / resources 

• Shifts in power balance 
 

• How much power will local residents obtain? 
• How much power are local authorities willing to 

transfer? 
 

• Complex network governance with intricate 
power relationships 
 

• Different demands on knowledge and 
information 



Discourses 

 “(...) an ensemble of ideas, concepts and 
categories through which meaning is given to 
social  and physical phenomena, and which is 
produced  and reproduced through an 
identifiable set of practices.”        
 
(Hajer  & Versteeg, 2005) 
 
The leading ’storylines’ 



Discourses in 
GI governance 

• Neo-liberalism and ecosystem services 
 

• Resilience and climate change adaptation 
 

• Human health and wellbeing 
 

• City competitiveness 
 

• Local involvement in environmental issues 



http://www.greeninfrastructurenw.co.uk/liverpool/ 



Slide courtesy of Ian Shears,  
City of Melbourne 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











Perspective 

• GI is rapidly gaining following – and 
being implemented 

• Important to recognise and integrate 
the governance dimensions of GI 

• Governance is one way to make GI 
‘living’ and less ‘technocratic’ or 
abstract 

 



www.greensurge.eu 
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