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are real-world collaborative environments where communities, 
researchers, and designers test landscape solutions that support 

more inclusive and sustainable spatial transformation (i.e. democratic 
landscape transformation).
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Vác 
● Population: 34.000 (2023. január 1.)
● Area: 61,6 km²





Cycle 1: Understanding children’s nature experiences in Vác

● Challenge: children’s growing disconnection from everyday nature environments.
● Goal: understand where and how children experience nature outdoors in Vác.
● Site: city-wide mapping of outdoor play and green space use, historical aspect.
● Key learnings:

○ reduced access to unstructured nature
○ decline of autonomous outdoor play
○ mismatch between children’s preferences and parental choices
○ play concentrated in popular locations

→ Shift: focus on everyday accessible but underused green spaces instead of already popular sites
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Cycle 2: Landing in the Törökhegy forest

● Challenge: work with overlooked everyday environments rather than established play 
areas.

● Goal: understand the Törökhegy forest, explore its potential, and reconnect residents 
with the site.

● Site: Törökhegy and forest area.
● Key learnings:

○ strong hidden spatial potential despite neglect
○ importance of first encounters and perceptions of the place
○ need to build relationships between people and the forest before changing it
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Cycle 3: Co-creating nature experience spaces

● Challenge: develop nature experience spaces together with children and families.
● Goal: test methods for co-designing everyday forest environments through iterative 

engagement.
● Site: Alsó-Törökhegy, forest
● Key learnings:

○ learning through being outdoors
○ following children’s interests as design drivers
○ step-by-step development between sessions
○ gradual co-creation of the environment with participants



Loewenson, Rene & AC, Laurell & C, Hogstedt & D'Ambruoso, Lucia & 
Shroff, Zubin. (2014). Participatory Action Research in Health Systems: A 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_1BKE9aJK-k
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OLA Method Booklet:
https://www.openlandscapeac
ademy.org/

Tóth, E., Szilágyi-Nagy, A., Földi, Z., & Valánszki, I. (2025). 
Reconnecting Children with Nature in Urban Space. 4D Journal of 
Landscape Architecture and Garden Art, 76, 16-23. 
https://doi.org/10.36249/4d.76.6427

Video collection about the project: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhB271oaixLM_7t
mlwt3Un-qSfYpYzp1p

Landscape Forum Booklet: 
https://press.mater.uni-mate.hu/4
58/1/LeNotre%202025%20FIN.p
df

https://doi.org/10.36249/4d.76.6427
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