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United Nations (2016), Global Goals for Sustainable Development (http://www.un.org)

Sustainable development



‘Landscape’ means an area, 
as perceived by people, whose 
character is the result of the 

action and interaction of 
natural and/or human factors

European Landscape Convention

Council of Europe (2000), European Landscape Convention



People centred 
landscape concept: 
based on 
landscape 
knowledge

Prof. Dr. Diedrich Bruns

Gailing, L., Leibenath, M., 2015. 
The Social Construction of Landscapes: 
Two Theoretical Lenses and Their Empirical 
Applications. Landscape Research, Volume 40, 
Issue 2, pages 123-138

Kühne, O., 2013. Landschaftstheorie & 
Landschaftspraxis, Wiesbaden: Springer VS

rather than being 
mere assemblages of physical 
objects, landscapes are 
“constructed” in people’s minds.

Landscape



People are, in the 
interpretation of 
their surroundings, 
subject to cultural 
and institutional 
influences.

Our perceptions are 
socially and 
culturally 
contextualized, 
including memory. 

Prof. Dr. Diedrich Bruns

CULTURE B
CULTURE C

CULTURE A

Landscape



Democracy

By A.Savin (Wikimedia Commons · WikiPhotoSpace) - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=27948211

Pre-modern forms of collective decision-making:  the Greek Agora
From polis to politics: the urban landscape as collective framework



Democracy

#1 Interactive Poll

How would you describe the situation in your home country? 
You can tick any answer that applies .

● It is a democracy and I think it works well
● It is a democracy but it needs reforms
● It is called democracy but we lack democratic culture
● It is by definition not a democracy
● There are many opportunities for public participation and we always 

participate
● There are many opportunities for public participation but only very few 

participate
● There are only very few opportunities for public participation
● I do not know any possibility for participation except for voting



Contemporary democracy types
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Representative 
democracy

Advantages? Disadvantages?

Citizens delegate decisions for a 
certain period to representatives.

Representation at national,
Regional, local and European level.

Democracy



Contemporary democracy types

Direct democracy

Citizens decide directly
Eg. Referendum

Mostly at municipality level,
but also regional and national level

Advantages? Disadvantages?

Democracy



Contemporary democracy types
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Deliberative 
democracy

Advantages? Disadvantages?

Decisions are only taken upon
deliberation of all possible viewpoints

Decisions are taken on the basis
of a synopsis of arguments, not by vote.

This requires: information, active listening, 
reflexive value construction

Democracy



Democracy
Representative 

Democracy

Parties
Parliament

Regional and 
local council: 
core stage of 

policy

Direct 
Democracy

Referenda to 
complement the 
representative 

democracy

Participatory 
Democracy

Future 
Councils

Participatory 
processes

Responsibility and engagement of every citizen

Democracy

Three columns model of contemporary democracy
Christian Felber: The economy of the common good (Gemeinwohlökonomie), 2010, p. 109
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Democracy

Three columns model of contemporary democracy
Christian Felber: The economy of the common good (Gemeinwohlökonomie), 2010, p. 109



Policy arrangement visualized as a tetrahedron from Duncan Liefferink (2006). 

Landscape action as policy arrangement

Democracy



In which ways can landscape architects
influence discourses?

Please write your ideas directly on this slide:

Democracy



WE ARE 
HERE

WE SHOULD BE 
HERE

participation

Arnstein, S. (1969).  A Ladder of Citizen Participation



P.A.R. feedback loop



the inevitability of change



10
2 3

Ganz, M. (2011). Public narrative, collective action, and power. From Inertia to Public Action, 273.

STORIES AS
MOTIVATORS

STORIES AS 
INHIBITORS

CHANGE/TIME

Story 
of Self
where ‘I" 
come from

Story 
of Now
where “we” 
stand

Story 
of Us
where “we” 
are headed

Core 
story
How ‘they” 
see us



ZINGONIA
Democratic transformations through Landscape -based Action Research
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the core story: a miracle city



ZINGONIA
IT ALY



Osio 
Sotto

Verdellin
o

Verdello

Boltiere

Ciserano

• Begun 1964
• 2,000 acres across 5 municipalities
• Expected population 50,000
• Expected industries 1,000
• Current population 13,000 (5 municipalities) or 5,000 

(Zingonia alone) 
• 0.89 jobs for each inhabitant  
• Home to major corporations

– Headquarters of Atalanta Football Team
– Premier manufacturing, health and service industries

Zingonia facts



Weaknesses vs. strengths



insiders to outsiders



planning the ‘city as a tree’



identity/imageability



landscape de-infrastructuring



Participatory Research in Action





Everyday sacred



a livable public realm



Infilling a center



tactical urbanism



walkability



Mapping productive potential



Urban agriculture



2017 participatory evaluation



quantitative performance



bridging social capital



shared values



uncovering a ‘story of us’



co-creation/partnership



collective landscape identity



Resilient transformations?



Resilient transformations?



Updates on
seminar progress

and
Outloook on the first 
transnational panel





How are the teams working?
Local Groups around LED2LEAP Living Labs

Freising, DE

Budapest, HU

Nürtingen, DE

Bologna, IT

Local

Online discussion at the end of each phase 

Dublin

R egional P ark France

B ucharest



Presentation plan for April 22

Submit your presentation files on ILIAS  by April 22, 14 pm
https ://ilias .hfwu.de/goto.php? target=cat_26530&client_id=hfwu

https://ilias.hfwu.de/goto.php?target=cat_26530&client_id=hfwu


What are the next steps?
● Team composition seems to be ok
● First assignment: Mapping your Community
● We send you a PPT + PDF template: 

https://ilias.hfwu.de/goto.php?target=file_26544_do
wnload&client_id=hfwu

● WIKI template exists
● Check out the readings
● First team presentation: April 22

>>> Please use the Q & A box for upcoming questions
>>> Everything else will be send by email

https://ilias.hfwu.de/goto.php?target=file_26544_download&client_id=hfwu


Your page on the seminar wiki



Our tutor’s channel

https://chat.whatsapp.com/Dm9VRqXssVA6ELSSBm9ra0

Uncertain 
about what to 
do?

#AskNick

https://chat.whatsapp.com/Dm9VRqXssVA6ELSSBm9ra0


Relations

Community Mapping

Assets

Groups Power

Conflicts

IdeasSymbols

+ the 10 Questions raised by Deni >>>



1.W hat landscape democracy challenge is at play?
2. W ho is  the community(ies)?
3. W hat is the main challenge it faces?
4. How is the community connected/organised? 
5. W hat are the rules of engagement/power relations?
6. W hat values and meanings are shared?
7. W hat are the connections people entertain with the 

landscape?
8. W hat landscapes are at held sacred? T hose most at risk? 
9. W hat skills and experiences can help?
10.How do we measure our success? In what timeframe?

How to uncover stories of change



Next meeting:
April 22, 17 pm CET

1st Transnational Panel:

Your Community Maps
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